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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 15308 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EWWT, EEWT, UR 

SUBJECT: MARINE CARGO INSURANCE 

REF: (A) MOSCOW 15253, (B) STATE 249349 

1 . MEL NIKOV OF MINISTRY FOREIGN TRADE (MFT), RESPONDING TO EMBASSY 
QUERY LATE AFTERNOON OCTOBER 19, STATED THAT ENTIRE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 
8,9,10 WOULD BE "INCONVENIENT" FOR IVANOV TO PARTICIPATE IN MARINE 
INSURANCE TALKS WITH BLACKWELL. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT BALL IN 
IVANOV'S COURT TO RESPOND TO BLACKWELL ON TIMING OF SUBJECT 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

2. COMMENT. NEL'NIKOV LEFT EMBOFF WITH STRONG IMPRESSION THAT 
MARINE INSURANCE ISSUE NOW ENJOYING LOW PRIORITY AT MFT AND THAT 
WE SHOULD NOT RPT NOT ANTICIPATE RAPID ACTION BY IVANOV. 
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